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NEWPORT     PARISH    COUNCIL

Minutes   of  a Meeting   of   the   Council   held  at  7.30pm   on

Monday, 1  st   July, 2019 at Church House, Newport.

Present: Cllr H. Bowman (HB)            (Chairman)

Cllr D. Alexander (DA)

Cllr S. Amos (SAm)

Cllr J. Arscott (JA)

Cllr S. Ayles (SAy)

Cllr C. Barnes (CB)

Cllr R. Benge (RB)

Cllr O. Davies (OD)

Cllr J. Emanuel (JE) 

In attendance

Cty Cllr R. Gooding

Mrs C. Griffin Parish Clerk

Mrs E. Edwards

6 members of the public

19/C055 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr A. Gerard (on holiday) and Dist Cllr N. 

Hargreaves.  Cty Cllr R. Gooding arriving later. 

19/C056  To receive any ‘pecuniary’  or ‘non-pecuniary’ interests relating to 

items on the Agenda

The following non-pecuniary interests were declared:

HB in C059, C060, C066, C068, C073 and C074; JE in C068, C071 and C074, 

SAy in C071, DA in C067, SAm in C075.

19/C057  Public Participation session (15 minutes available if required)

Residents raised the following questions:

 Last month I  asked if the grass cutting contractor could avoid blowing the

grass onto the road.  This is still being done.

The Chairman advised that he did speak to the contractor but will raise it with

him again.

 Can you do anything to help the Village Shop which is still boarded up?

The Chairman advised that the owner cannot proceed until agreement has  

been reached with his insurance company. 

 Why does the UDC sweeper not sweep School Lane.

The Chairman suggested this should be raised with the District Councillors.  

The PC will also contact UDC.

 I would like to thank the PC, particularly Judy, and the District Councillors for

helping  Cala  residents  defend  the  height  of  the  bund  and  achieving  a

unanimous refusal at the Planning Committee meeting last week.  
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JE thanked the resident for her assistance as without her input this would not 

have been possible.  The residents’ letters to UDC were really helpful.

 Could  the  PC  please  request  that  the  brick  wall,  pavement  and  bund  at

Pastures Close are called in.

This  will  be  raised  with  the  District  Councillors.   The  deadline  for  the  

planning application for the bund is this Friday, 5th July.

19/C058  To receive reports from District and County Councillors

No report as Dist Cllr Hargreaves was unable to attend.

Cty Cllr Gooding reported (later in the meeting) that:

 He has some good news regarding Essex Youth Services.  A fifteen year old

member of the Young Essex Assembly, a young lady from Basildon, has been

appointed Chairman of the National Youth Assembly.  This is  a  very  good

achievement for a fifteen year old from Essex.

The PC and residents raised the following questions:

 Could Highways assist with clearing the grit and gravel from the bottom of the

High  Street  at  the  junction  with  Wicken  Road,  and  also  at  the  High

Street/Bullfields  junction,  Tenterfields/School  Lane  junction  and  under  the

railway bridge.   The grit has become impacted and the UDC sweeper does not

pick it up.  RG said he would see what he could do to help.

 There is a large building being erected at the Widdington Pit.  RG advised that

Widdington PC is arranging a visit to observe what is going on.

 The reply from Andrew Cook, ECC, did not address all the points which were

raised in the PC's letter.

 When the Transport Assessment of the village is complete the PC would like

to meet with Highways and agree a different process using this assessment.

RG felt that would be helpful.

 We have offered to help with setting up the meeting with UDC, ECC, the

developers and the PC as agreed at the meeting in Chelmsford in April.  RG

said he is meeting with the UDC Chief Executive next week and will push this

issue and ensure that UDC sends a letter to all parties.

19/C059  To approve and authorise  the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the

Meeting of the Council held on 3  rd   June, 2019

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as approved.

Proposed:  SAy Seconded:  JA All agreed

19/C060 Chairman's comments

The Chairman reported that:

 There was some very severe graffiti on the side and end wall of the Village

Hall last week.  A resident dealt with this, colour matched the paint, and it was

covered up very quickly.  If you see any graffiti elsewhere, whether it is on

private of public property, please do report it.  
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 Following the last meeting, The Chairman reiterated that there was a

very  positive action over  the planning  application for  the bund last

week which had a favourable outcome.  This was the result of the PC

and residents working together which is very  important.   Well done

everybody!

19/C061 To receive the Clerk's Report circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The Clerk reported that:

 An  email  has  been  received  from  Geoff  Gardner  this  evening  with  a

programme for the Countryside Appeal.  The Inspector will make a decision

by 30th August.

 We have still not heard from Nigel Brown regarding a date for the meeting

with ECC, UDC, developers,  and the PC.  JE had raised this with NB and

suggested the PC assist with this.  The Clerk confirmed she would be happy to

help.

 Several residents have asked if the PC could have applied for costs following

the request from the Inspector at the end of the Countryside Appeal.  Geoff

Gardner will be consulted.

 There is no further news regarding the Post Office.  A resident advised that the

Post Office met with representatives from the Village Hall today, 1st July.

 The meeting has been arranged with Affinity Water for Monday 15th July.  JE,

JA and SAm will attend plus three representatives from Affinity Water,

 Residents of Wicken Lea are still chasing me regarding the availability of the

Allotments.  Following discussion if was agreed that a letter should be sent

stating that the PC do not wish to take responsibility for these.   OD offered to

look at the legal agreement.

 The  British  Legion  requires  volunteers  to  assist  with  house  to  house

collections in Newport for the Poppy Appeal at the end of October.  It was

agreed that a request would be placed on Newport newsline, Facebook page

and the website. 

19/C062  To receive the Treasurer's Report and approve accounts for payment,

schedule circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The payment schedule showing items, 16 items, totalling £6,749.84 was signed by the

Chairman.   

Proposed:  OD Seconded:  JA All agreed

19/C063  To approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2018/19,

Section 1 

It was proposed that the Annual Governance Statement for 2018/19 Section 1 should

be  signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Clerk  and  the  minute  reference  added  to  the

Statement.

Proposed:  JE Seconded: SAy All agreed 

19/C064  To approve and sign the Accounting Statement for 2018/19, Section 2

It  was  proposed  that  the  Accounting  Statement  for  2018/19,  Section  2  should  be

signed by the Chairman and the minute reference added to the Statement.

Proposed:  JE Seconded:  SAy All agreed
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The Clerk advised that the Notice of Public Rights has been published in accordance

with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

19/C065  To receive a report on the meeting of the Planning Working Group

JE advised that prior to the meeting of the Planning Working Group she went through

all the planning applications for 2019 and produced a spread sheet.  A response had

been sent to all with the exception of three recent applications.  A reply has now been

sent on these.   

It was proposed that the process for dealing with applications should be as follows:

1. The Clerk will distribute all new planning applications received from UDC to all

Councillors via email.

2.  JE will add and maintain the spread sheet.

3. The Planning Working Group would meet, monthly, to review applications and a

member would be assigned to draft a response.

4.  The draft response would be circulated to all members of the PWG.

5.  Once agreed, this would be sent to the Clerk and then circulated to all members of

the PC.

6.  All responses to be agreed at next full Council meeting.

7.  Clerk to submit response to UDC.

A resident raised a question regarding input from parishioners.

The Chairman pointed out that the PC would be responding on the basis that they are

a consultee and as far as we know we will be representing the views of the village.

Members of the public should be advised separately by UDC and they should submit

their responses to the UDC planning department.

Following further discussion it was agreed that all applications will be made available

on Facebook to inform residents and enable them to send comments to UDC.

19/C066  To review the revised Representative/Committee list

HB and JE had discussed the original document and revised the list under various

topics.  It is hoped this can be used as a means of driving the meetings in an effort to

make the agenda more “action” orientated.

Members went through the list and changes and additions were made under the topic

headings:

Finance  

Asset Register   -   It was agreed that initially the Clerk and RFO should go through

the Asset Register, review the figures and decide on additional assistance required to

bring this up to date.

SAy volunteered to look into Data Protection as an Officer is required.

Infrastructure/Maintenance

The  Risk  Assessment  will  be  reviewed  as  soon  as  the  Asset  Register  has  been

finalised.

Street Furniture - DA to be added
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High Street/ Belmont Hill planters - SAm will approach a gardener in the village and

ask  if  he  would  be  interested  in  clearing,  re-planting  and  looking  after  the  four

planters.

Public Relations

PC Website - The Clerk will continue to load the agendas and minutes.

Planning

Transport Assessment to be removed.

Village Plan to be removed.

Green Spaces and Sports

Trees and Hedges to be removed

Footpaths - SAy to be added.

Village Improvements

Mitigate/Improve Road/Drainage Infrastructure WDL/BWL/School Lane - OD to be

added.

Community Garden/Wildflower Spaces - CB to be added

Youth Recreation Provision to be removed.

Liaison

Sports Committee/ Recreation Ground   - CB to be added

Village Hall Trustee Management Group -  DA/JA to be added

NAP (Neighbourhood Action Panel) to be removed

Youth (Scouts, Brownies, Youth Club etc) to be removed

The list will be updated and recirculated.

19/C067  To  discuss  quotation  received  from  Fenland  Leisure  regarding

refurbishment  of  the  Diana  Sell  Playground  and  receive  an  update  on  the

application for grant funding.

DA reported that the PC has received a donation of £100 for the playground.

The quotation from Fenland Leisure includes repairs to the aerial  slide and a new

single tower unit slide.   An application has been submitted to the UDC Community

Project Grant scheme to replace the single tower unit slide.

At the moment the aerial slide cannot be used.  The Clerk will contact UDC and find

out when a decision will be made on the grant applications.   The RFO will contact

the PC's insurance company to enquire as to whether we could make a claim as it is

wear and tear.

.

19/C068 To receive an update on the Gladman Appeal, C1579/W/19/322694 and

approve the fee quotes received from Geoff Gardner, circulated on 23  rd   June

The fee quotes for the Gladman Appeal totalling £56,800 plus VAT and expenses had

been circulated in advance of the meeting.  The Appeal is expected to last six days.

Full details of the fees and payment details included in Geoff Gardner's email dated 

18th June.

It was proposed that the above should be accepted.

Proposed:  JE Seconded: SAy                    All agreed
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The Clerk will advise Geoff Gardner and ask him to proceed accordingly.

19/C069  To receive an update on issues relating to Whiteditch Lane/Bury Water

Lane

Discussed earlier in the meeting

19/C070  To discuss 20mph speed limit at Bury Water Lane/School Lane.

It was agreed that OD should contact the Local Highways Panel regarding extending

the 20mph limit in School Lane.

19/C071  To discuss planning applications received, agree responses and any other

planning issues

UTT/19/1313/FUL Hillside, Bury Water Lane

One new dwelling

UTT/19/1331/LB The Old Vicarage, High Street

Creation of new internal doorway on first floor from master bedroom into

existing wc.

UTT/19/0505/HHF Nolton Cottage, Elephant Green

Erection of single story side and rear extensions.

UTT/19/1185/HHF 34, Cherry Garden Lane, Newport

Erection of single storey rear extensions

UTT/19/1147/HHF 9 Granta Mead Close

Retrospective application for the conversion of garage to family room and

addition of french doors leading onto patio.

UTT/18/2732/HHF The Conifers, White Horse Lane

Retrospective application for the erection of garage, workshop and garden

store with games room above (amendment to UTT/16/1789/HHF)

The above applications will be discussed by the Planning Working Group and draft

comments circulated before submission to UDC.

19/C072  To approve the purchase of bollards to be installed at the bottom of

Bury Water Lane/School Lane

Details of proposals had been circulated in advance of the meeting.

It was agreed that an order should be placed for a pack of 9 Zebra Hazard posts, cost

£216.83. 

Proposed:  JE Seconded:  JA All agreed.

19/C073   To  approve  the  replacement  of  litter  bins  at  the  Common  and

Recreation Ground

It was agreed that an order should be placed with Glasdon for two new black “Topsy

2000” litter  bins, cost £107.26 plus VAT to replace the bins on the Common and

Recreation Ground.

19/C074  To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan

The Chairman reported that all members of the group have read through the Plan (108

pages) and it is almost ready to be sent off to UDC for checking.



023

19/C075  To receive an update on a Community Special Constable and approve

the agreement  between the  Parish  Council  and the  Chief  Constable  of  Essex

Police

The agreement was circulated in advance of the meeting.

SAm advised that she went to a meeting last year in Dunmow and met Les Hawkins

who organises the Community Special Constable scheme,  Posters have been received

which will now be displayed throughout the village requesting a volunteer. He would

be based solely in Newport and we would receive 16 hours cover per month.

A  Community  Special  Constable  is  a  voluntary  position,  but  the  PC  would  be

responsible for paying his expenses, estimated at  £1,000 per  year.   A Community

Special Constable has exactly the same powers as a paid Police Officer.

We  currently  do  not  get  Police  cover  in  Newport  because  other  areas  of  Essex,

particularly Harlow & Southend, have a much greater need.

It was resolved that the agreement should be signed by the Chairman.

19/C076   Items for next Agenda

To agree a response to Andrew Cook's letter of 7th June (OD to prepare a draft)

To receive a report from Essex fire Service following the fire in Church Street

19/C077   To discuss any Urgent matters of interest to the Parish

77.1 The PC agreed to have a stall at the Village Fete on 27th July and SAy kindly

offered  to  be  the  main  contact.  SAy  will  complete  the  form and  return  to  Mike

Hannant.  The object is to inform residents about the fighting fund and details will be

discussed with Tracy Bains at the meeting next Wednesday.

77.2  JE  reported  that  there  was  a  fire  on  Church  Street  last  night  30th  June.

Unfortunately  the Fire Service had difficulty  gaining access in view of the parked

cars. The Essex Fire Service was very concerned about the parking and it was agreed

that JE should contact the service and ask them to carry out an assessment.  JE will

report back at the next meeting.

77.3 A resident has offered to provide two new trees for Cambridge Road to replace

the dead trees that have been removed.  The Clerk advised that the PC would need to

apply for a licence.

77.4 JE asked that if any members would like to take on a project and their name is

not on the Representative list, please consider in order for this to be discussed at the

next meeting.

19/C078  Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Monday, 5th August 2019, 7.30 pm at

Church House. 

The meeting closed at 10.05 pm

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 05.08.19.




