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NEWPORT     PARISH    COUNCIL

Minutes   of  a  Meeting   of   the   Council   held  at  7.30pm   on   

Monday, 2  nd   September, 2019 at Church House, Newport.

Present: Cllr H. Bowman (HB) (Chairman)          

Cllr D. Alexander (DA)

Cllr S. Amos (SAm)

Cllr S. Ayles (SAy)

Cllr C. Barnes (CB)

Cllr R. Benge (RB)

Cllr O. Davies (OD)

Cllr J. Emanuel (JE)

Cllr A. Gerard (AG)    

In attendance:

Mrs C. Griffin Parish Clerk

Cty Cllr R. Gooding (RG)

7 members of the public

1  9/098 Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr J. Arscott (private commitment), Dist Cllr N. 

Hargreaves and Mrs. E. Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer.

19/099  To receive any ‘pecuniary’  or ‘non-pecuniary’ interests relating to

items on the Agenda

The following non-pecuniary interests were declared:

OD in 108; AG in 101, 107, 108, 111 and UDC Cabinet member and member 

of the UDC Planning Committee; SAy in 106 and 108; DA in 106; JE in 106, 

107 and 108; HB in 102, 103, 107, 108 and 109.

19/100  Public participation session (15 minutes available if required)

Residents raised the following matters:

 I would like to thank everyone involved with the Countryside Appeal 

for working so hard to get the Appeal dismissed.

 There was nothing on the leaflet that was recently distributed regarding 

development on the other side of the railway line in Debden Road. (The 

PC advised that there is no application)

 There is a notice in Debden Road to close the footpaths, Ref 1183. (The 

PC will look into this)

 Does the PC have any information on CIL  (UDC are looking into 

adopting CIL and the Clerk will consult Nigel Brown, UDC, to ascertain

the current position)
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 Does the PC have any information on the container in Debden Road, 

behind the garage.  (The Clerk will make enquiries)

 The Cala bund is disappearing

 Is the Ellis Trust application running out of time.  Could Countryside 

obtain access through their site? (The Ellis Trust development was 

approved in 2017, therefore the three years will expire in 2020 . 

Building control would be involved if work commenced on the site.

 As there are nine developers in Whiteditch Lane how will the costs be 

apportioned to repair the road.

 Work on the new properties at the top of Frambury Lane has stopped.  

(AG will investigate).

 There is dog fouling along the verges in Bury Water Lane and 

Whiteditch Lane.  Is there any way we could encourage people to clear 

up after their dogs and respect the verges and gardens.

To receive reports from District and County Councillors

Cty Cllr Gooding reported:

 Referring back to the dog fouling, from experience I have  found the 

installation of dog bins does help.  The only problem is getting them 

emptied.

 The Clerk has been in touch regarding two applications to the Local 

Highways Panel which I have supported.   I will discuss with officers 

the extension of the 20mph limit towards the Cala development.  New 

signage is being trialled and this will be followed up.  OD will complete 

and send form to the LHP.

 ECC have received an official complaint about the new bollards which 

they will deal with.

 With regard to the meeting with developers, ECC, UDC and PC, I have 

tried to get together as many people as possible.  We are, to an extent, 

relying on Pelham Structures to get the other developers together.  The 

ECC Cabinet member for highways and ECC drainage people will be 

attending.   

Members of the PC requested that Cllr John Lodge and officers from 

UDC, including someone from Enforcement, should be invited.

JE confirmed that she would like to attend and pointed out that Adjeley 

Dsane has been in touch with the developers.  It would also be helpful to

have a pre-meeting  before the developers arrive.  It was suggested that 

the venue should be changed to Church House.   RG will get back to the 

Clerk on this.

SAm pointed out that it is important that the footbridge at the bottom of 

School Lane is made wheelchair compliant.

SAm and Devid Mayle will also attend the meeting. 
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Dist Cllr Gerard reported that:

 Planning is a huge topic across UDC and he is trying to realign the planning

department.  A full investigation is taking place into protocol and how UDC

can  improve  the  way  planning  applications  are  dealt  with  through  to  the

enforcement process.  It is hoped that Parish Councils can be involved as early

as possible.  At present UDC has 3.29 years of housing supply and if they fall

below 3.0 Neighbourhood Plans have no weight.  Therefore, we need to make

sure it does not go below this.

We are endeavouring to make sure that planning applications are appropriate

and in the right places.  The Chairman of the Planning Committee is heading

this as it is very  important.  Hopefully this will give the PCs more influence

on development as we need to improve the whole process for the parishes.

 JE will contact the Chairman of the Planning Committee and request that they

focus on the cumulative impact as applications should not be dealt with in

isolation.  AG reported that Newport is already a case study in this process.

19  /102  To  approve  and  authorise  the  Chairman  to  sign  the  Minutes  of  the

Meeting of the Council held on 5  th   August 2019

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as approved.

Proposed:  JE Seconded:  CB All agreed

19/103  Chairman's comments

The Chairman reported:

 I have read the report on the Countryside Appeal and it is quite clear that the

fact that the PC were a Rule 6 party and the way that the residents conducted

themselves almost certainly played a very large part in the result.  It was an

excellent example of the PC and residents working together and wining.

 The Appeal for the Conifers in Whiteditch Lane was also dismissed.

 We need to have a meeting to discuss funding as soon as possible following

the result of the Countryside appeal.

 A planning course needs to be organised as soon as possible.  The Clerk and

Chairman will discuss inviting LCPAS to undertake this.

JE said she would like to record a massive thank you to everyone who responded and

turned up at the Appeal, day after day.  The support gave us an enormous boost. The

input from DA at the allotments and Cllr Hargreaves organisation of the walk and site

visit all helped and resulted in the Appeal being dismissed.

19/104  To receive the Clerk’s Report, circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The Clerk reported:

 The leaflets were delivered throughout the village but please advise if you feel

the distribution list could be improved.

 I have been in touch with RG regarding the requests to the LHP which he has

supported.  It was agreed that an application should be made for a double kerb

from the mortgage office to Craft Cottage in the High Street.

 We approved a donation to the Pond Common Trust at the last meeting.  A

cheque for £55.00 will be issued.
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 The deadline for  Newport  News is  30th September.   A new photograph  is

required for the advert.

19/105   To  receive  the  Responsible  Financial  Officer's  Report  and  approve

accounts for payment, schedule circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The payment schedule showing 16 items, totalling £11,193.11 was approved.  It was

also agreed that the following payments should be made:

Geoff Gardner £10,800.00 Gladman Appeal

Landmark Chambers (Jenny Wigley) £16,800.00 Gladman Appeal

Railton TPC Ltd £4,925.23 Neighbourhood  Plan  (to  

be reclaimed from UDC)

Pond Common Trust £55.00 Annual  grant  to  Church  

Clock

Proposed:  DA Seconded:  CB All agreed

The Clerk will contact the RFO and request clarification on the results of the fund

raising.

19/106     To receive reports/updates on Infrastructure/Maintenance

106.1  To receive an update from Cllr Emanuel on the river clearance planned for

September 5  th   and meeting with Anglian Water

JE reported that this will be the first of several events  and we are hoping at this stage

to clear back the vegetation and make it easier to assess.   The Ellis Trust and the

Academy have agreed that we can enter onto their land.

106.2  To further discuss and agree improvements to the area next to the Newport

Club

The Clerk advised that the area underneath the board has been levelled and new pin

boarding has been placed on the back to make it easier to pin notices. It was agreed

that the notice board should remain in this position for the time being, but the seat

should be removed and topsoil obtained for the whole area before re-seeding. 

HB will ask Cala if they could deliver some soil to the area.

106.3  To consider purchasing an additional bollard at the top of Belmont Hill

It  was agreed that  a  bollard  could be ordered  and the Clerk will  liaise  with SAy

regarding the size and type.

106.4   To  approve  the  purchase  of  two  new  seats  for  the  large  swings  in  the

playground

It was agreed that the new seats could be ordered from Fenland Leisure. 

It has been reported that a spring has broken on one of the motorbikes and the swing

needs attention.  DA will investigate and report back at the next meeting.

106.5  To  approve   a  quotation for  pollarding  the London Plane  tree  adjacent  to

Nolton Cottage

The Clerk reported that two quotations had been obtained and it was agreed that the

quotation from Mercer Trees should be accepted.
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19/107  To receive report/updates on Public Relations

107.1  To receive a further update on the website

UDC has been asked if there is a suitable template.  An update will be given at the

next meeting.

107.2  To receive an update on fundraising

It was agreed that the current results need to be clarified and a meeting should then be

organised for next week.  The Chairman will contact residents involved and the Clerk

will ask Elaine, RFO, to attend.

19/108  To receive reports/updates on Planning

108.1  To receive an update from Cllr Hargreaves on the UDC Local Plan

AG reported that currently  the housing figure is 3.29 years.   The Emerging Local

Plan  (ELP)  is  with  the  examiner  and  more  questions  have  been  raised.    The

inspectors are expected to be back in touch in October and it will probably be next

summer before the plan is approved.  The ELP does carry some weight.

108.2  To receive a report from the Chairman on the Neighbourhood Plan

In view of the situation with the ELP we need to progress the Neighbourhood Plan as

quickly as possible.  It has been submitted to UDC and is now at Regulation 16.  We

need  to  get  the plan  to  the  Inspector  by  14th September  and  before  the  Gladman

Appeal commences. It will be published by UDC on 16th September.

108.3  To discuss the Inspector's Report on the Countryside Appeal

This had been discussed earlier in the meeting.  The full report will be added to the

website.

108.4  To receive an update on the Appeal, north of Wicken Road

Bearing in mind what the Inspector said on the Countryside Appeal, the PC need to

discuss with Geoff Gardner the issues to defend and be guided by him.  JE will meet

with members  of  the Neighbourhood Planning  Group and then a  meeting  will  be

arranged with UDC.

108,5  To discuss and decide whether to be a Rule 6 Party at the Joyce Frankland

Academy Appeal and to organise an urgent meeting with UDC regarding defence.

As the Joyce Frankland Academy will be dealt with at a hearing it is not possible to

be a Rule 6 party.  We can participate and have joint defence.  Initially, we need to

make our submissions.  The site visit is arranged at the end.

The Clerk will contact Nigel Brown at UDC and request a meeting.

108.6   To  receive  a  report  from  the  Planning  Working  Group  on  the  meeting

regarding Bricketts

JE reported that following the meeting with the developers she met with SAy and CB

and the response was submitted last week.  The main objections were density, noise

and tandem parking.  The Chairman said he was very impressed with the response. 

It  was  suggested  that  when  this  application  gets  to  the  Planning  Committee,  a

photograph is shown coming into the village from Quendon, in order to illustrate the
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visual impact.  An overhead projector can now be used at the Planning Committee.

AG will circulate the list of changes to the protocol.

To  discuss  planning  applications  received,  agree  responses  and  any  other

planning issues.

It was agreed that responses should be delegated to members of the Planning Working

Group 

UTT/19/0937/FUL  Land adjacent to Branksome, Whiteditch Lane

Change of use from agricultural land to residential garden space, retention of bunding

and landscaping

UTT/19/1269/FUL  Burywater Barn, Bury Water Lane

Proposed storage building

No objections

UTT/19/1850/FUL  Burywater Barn, Bury Watr Lane

Proposed roof extension to include additional office space

No objections

UTT/19/1953/HHF  131 Cherry Garden Lane

Demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension

UTT/18/1827/FUL  Bricketts, London Road

Demolition of existing dwelling and garage.  The erection of 20 dwellings, including

4  affordable.  Associated  access,  car  parking,  footpaths,  landscaping,  public  open

space and construction of earth mound.

Comments:   Submitted to UDC on 29th August and available on the UDC website.

Members  of  the  Planning  Working  Group  will  deal  with  UTT/19/0937/FUL  and

UTT/19/1953/HHF.

19/109   To receive reports/updates on Green Spaces and Sports

The Clerk reported that following the last meeting she contacted the solicitor and he

pointed out that the undertaking he had for costs is the usual one  -  on the basis  that

Cala will pay costs ‘whether or not the matter proceeds to completion unless your

client unilaterally  withdraws from the transaction’  Therefore,  the PC will have to

accept responsibility for their costs.  The solicitor has now advised that the his costs

were £808.00 plus VAT.

The Chairman proposed that the PC pay the legal fees providing this is a full and final

invoice and there will be no additional charges.  The Clerk will check this with him

and report back.

19/110  To receive reports/updates on Village Improvements

110.1  To receive an update from Cllr Davies on the 20mph speed limit

OD advised that he has consulted Cllr Driscoll and the form has been sent to the LHP.

He will now complete the application form for Cherry Garden Lane.  HB will supply

photographs.
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19/111   To receive a report/update from Cllr Amos on the Community Special

Constable.

The advertisement  for  a  Community  Special  Constable has  been placed  on notice

boards, website, news line and facebook page.  No response to date.

SAm will be attend the meeting in Billericay on Thursday and will return the Special

Police  Service  Agreement  to  Les  Hawkins.    A  report  will  be  given  at  the  next

meeting.  AG suggested that Colin Day at UDC may be able to assist.

19/112   To receive a report/update on Liaison matters

No matters were raised

19/113  To approve the letter to Andrew Cook, Essex County Council, drafted by

Cllr Davies

Following  circulation  of  the  letter,  OD will  make  a  few minor  amendments  and

forward the final version to the Clerk.

19/114  Items for next Agenda

To discuss the grass cutting contract

19/115  To discuss any Urgent matters of interest to the Parish

115.1 OD said he has raised a FOI request with Essex Highways as information on

pot holes is no longer on their system

115.2  The Clerk will forward login details for Parish Online (mapping service)

115.3 OD reported that he has written to Maria Shoesmith at UDC regarding three

enforcement issues.

115.4  The clerk raised the request received some time ago for Poppy collectors in the

village.  DA kindly offered to help.  The Clerk will contact Clavering RBL.

19/116  Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 7th October, 7.30pm at Church House.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.

 

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 07.10.19

 




