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NEWPORT     PARISH    COUNCIL

Minutes   of  a Meeting   of   the   Council   held  at  7.30pm   on

Monday, 3  rd   June, 2019 at Church House, Newport.

Present: Cllr H. Bowman (HB)            (Chairman)

Cllr D. Alexander (DA)

Cllr S. Amos (SAm)

Cllr J. Arscott (JA)

Cllr S. Ayles (SAy)

Cllr C. Barnes (CB)

Cllr R. Benge (RB)

Cllr O. Davies (OD)

Cllr J. Emanuel (JE) 

Cllr A. Gerard (AG)

In attendance:

Mrs. S. Perry

Dist Cllr N Hargreaves

Cty Cllr R. Gooding

Mrs C. Griffin Parish Clerk

10 members of the public

19/C029 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Elaine Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer. 

19/C030  To receive any ‘pecuniary’  or ‘non-pecuniary’ interests relating to 

items on the Agenda

The following non-pecuniary interests were declared:

HB in C032, C034, C035, C036, C042 and C048; AG in C033, C043, C044, C045, 

C046 and C049 and UDC Cabinet holder for Communities and member of the 

Planning Committee, JE in C043 and C048; SAy in C032 and C048; DA in C047; OD

in C045 and C046; SAm in C049.

19/C031  Public Participation session (15 minutes available if required)

Residents raised the following questions:

 The PC indicated last year that their contractor would be asked not to blow the

grass cuttings onto the road.

The Chairman said he would contact the contractor direct.

 The “Save Newport Village” posters need to be specific.

Another resident said she explained the situation to a resident living outside

the village.

The Chairman said the point had been noted and will be passed to the group

working on this.
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19/032  To receive a report on the fund raising plan/strategy

Mrs. Perry explained that a plan has been developed with the aim of raising £70,000.

It is an ongoing strategy.  This was presented to the PC last week and unanimously

adopted.  It now has to be passed to the fund raising working group to ensure it is

carried  out.   Support  is  needed from all  areas  of the village.   The Save Newport

Village posters were put up as we needed a public display prior to the Inspector's visit

on 24th June.

JE said she felt it was not too late to put up posters.  Although the village has had

significant development already, we are trying to stop any more,

The Chairman urged members and residents to read the Fund raising strategy working

document produced by Susan Perry, Tracy and Mark Bain. The more posters we have

in the village, the more impact it will have.  If you, or you know of anyone, who is

prepared to have a poster please contact SAy.  JE will include details on the Facebook

site.

 
19/C032  To receive reports from District and County Councillors

Dist Cllr Hargreaves reported that he is responsible for Finance and the Budget at

UDC.  The  accounts  for  the  year  resulted  in  a  surplus  which will  be  allocated  to

reserves.  The budget for the current year is showing a small deficit.  The total income

is just below £13million (Council Tax is £5.3 million).   The new homes bonus is

being withdrawn over the next four years and there will be nothing to replace this.

Business  rates  amount to £2.5 million but  this  does not come within our  control.

Investment at the Chesterford Research Park is just under £2 million.  In future we

will need to find other investments but we are limited to the type of investments we

can make.

Two more  planning  people  have  been  engaged  and  there  is  now a  Conservation

Officer at UDC

Planning  application  UTT/18/3293/FUL  was  raised  and  it  was  agreed  that  at  the

Planning Committee meeting on 5th June, NH should not object but draw attention to

the fact that many more applications will be coming along for Whiteditch Lane.

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is being discussed.

Dist.Cllr  Gerard advised  that  he  is  responsible  for  Residents  and  Community

Partnerships, Police and Emergency services.  He is endeavouring to look after parish

councils and bring them into the decision making.  He intends to visit all the parishes

and find out how they can have a stronger voice and then make recommendations.  

Cty Cllr Gooding advised that he has chased the letter which the PC sent to Andrew

Cook on 25th March and there should have been a response last week. This has not

been received.  RG pointed out that the reply will not answer all the questions as a

number of the issues do not come under the remit of ECC or UDC but contact details

have been given so hopefully the PC will be able to move forward.

Following the meeting on 3rd April at ECC, I have also tried to contact Nigel Brown

regarding the meeting with developers.
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Regarding  drug  related  problems,  a  young  person  in  a  neighbouring  village  has

recently  been seduced into taking free drugs and working on behalf of drug gangs.

We need to raise awareness of this problem and a play has been used in Schools to

make pupils aware.  It is hoped to make something similar available to PC's and other

people.

19/C034  To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes  of the

Annual Meeting of the Council held on 13  th   May, 2019

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as approved.

Proposed:  AG Seconded:  DA All agreed

19/C035 To approve  and authorise  the  Chairman to  sign the  Minutes  of  the

Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on 28  th   May, 2019

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as approved.

Proposed:  OD Seconded:  AG All  agreed

19/C036 Chairman's comments

The Chairman said the PC has difficult times ahead but let us all pull together and

agree areas of responsibility.   We have all got to be prepared to get involved and do

quite a lot of work.

19/C037 To receive the Clerk's Report circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The Clerk reported that:

 The Post Office reopened today, 3rd June, but the owner has decided that he

will definitely be closing on 2nd July.  Our MP, Kemi Badenoch, has been in

touch today  and AG will  speak to  her,  but it  seems very  unlikely  that  the

owner will reconsider.

 The Countryside Appeal commences on Monday 24th June and residents will

be encouraged to attend.

 Several  emails have been sent to Nigel Brown and Gordon Glenday,  UDC,

regarding the meeting with developers.  AG will speak to Nigel Brown.

 Needham Chalks were grateful for the assistance with getting the travellers

moved from the verge on the road to Widdington.

 I  have been asked by a resident if the PC will be replying to the planning

application UTT/19/0391/FUL.   JE will look into.

 I have been asked if Castleoak will be using the recreation ground for parking

and I have advised it seems very unlikely.

 An email was circulated regarding a meeting in early to mid-July with Affinity

Water.  JE and HB would like to be involved.

 It was agreed that the PC should have a stall the Fete on Saturday 27 th July.

SAy, JE and AG will organise.  SAm is a member of the Fete Committee. 

19/C038  To receive the Treasurer's Report and approve accounts for payment,

schedule circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The payment schedule showing items, 17 items, totalling £5,728.49 was signed by the

Chairman.   Proposed:  SAy Seconded:  SAm All agreed
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19/C039 To review the Budget for 2019/20 

This was deferred until the next meeting.  The Clerk will re-circulate the Budget and

ensure that all Councillors are on the distribution list.

19/C040   To  discuss  and  establish  a  procedure  for  dealing  with  planning

applications.

The  Chairman  thanked  JE  for  all  the  work  she  has  undertaken  on  the  planning

applications but the PC needs to establish a procedure for the future.

Following discussion it was agreed to form a working group - JE, OD, JA, and CB

volunteered  to  get  involved  and  a  meeting  was  organised  on  Monday  17th June,

7.30pm at Church House.  AG said he would be prepared to give factual advice to the

group.

A  list  of  applications  will  continue  to  be  available  on  the  agenda  and  the

recommended responses from the planning group will need to be ratified at the PC

meeting.

The group will also look into making all plans available to the public.

19/C041  To review the Representative/Committee list

The review was deferred until the next meeting.  In  the meantime members  were

requested to advise the Clerk of areas they would be willing to assist with in order that

the list can be reviewed prior to the next meeting.

19/C042  To  discuss  communications  with  other  members  between  Council

meetings

The Chairman explained, particularly for the benefit of new members, that the PC is a

statutory body and if a member would like to submit any communications on behalf

of the PC they must be approved by the PC. There are however sometimes occasions

when a response needs to be sent urgently before the next meeting.  When this occurs

it should be circulated to all members for comment before it is sent.

Following  a request  some time ago  all  the information sent by  the Clerk is blind

copied.  It was agreed that in future the Clerk would send information to all members

so they are aware who has been advised.  OD kindly offered to set up email addresses

for all members of the Council.

19/C043 To  discuss  matters  arising  from  the  Annual  Assembly  and consider

writing to the Chief Executive at UDC regarding the problems that have been

caused by housing development in the village

JE explained that a letter had been sent to UDC today for the planning meeting at

UDC on Wednesday 5th June.  The letter requested that UDC implement a moratorium

on any further new applications until such time as the two Appeals are determined and

the transport assessment has been costed.  It was not distributed to everyone because

it was a summary of what had been agreed previously.

19/C044 To receive an update on the Gladman Appeal, C1579/W/19/322694 and

review the  situation  regarding  the  engagement  of  professional  consultants  to

assist with the Inquiry.

Geoff has confirmed that he has asked the Transport expert and the Barrister to pencil 

in the dates (24th – 27th September and 1st-2nd October).  
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He said he would email the air quality expert but she may be more difficult to pin 

down.  The evidence must be submitted by 27 August.  Geoff is away on holiday for 

two weeks from 17th August so his effective deadline for submission of our case is 

14th August.  He would need all other draft evidence by 9th August and would have 

to produce instructions to counsel.  The very latest he and others could start prepara-

tion would be 15th July, preceded by fee proposals.  He is assuming that the Coun-

tryside appeal decision will not be available before mid-August but it could be 

later. Owing to this timetabling a lot of work would need to be done even if that de-

cision changed things, so fees would be incurred.  If Geoff were to provide the fee 

proposals by 8 July he would need confirmation from NPC to proceed by 10 July at 

the latest.  Enquiries will be made as to whether the PC could accept private loans.

It was agreed that the Clerk should request Geoff Gardner to obtain fee quotes from 

the Transport and Air Quality experts and the Barrister.

19/C045  To receive an update on issues relating to Whiteditch Lane/Bury Water

Lane

AG  will  formally  chase  Nigel  Brown  and  Geoff  Gardner  for  a  response  on  the

meeting date with the developers, ECC, UDC and the PC.

The application for Charlotte's Meadow was approved at Appeal.

19/046   To discuss planning applications received, agree responses and any other

planning issues

UTT/19/1064/DFO  Land at Holmwood, Whiteditch Lane

Details of layout, scale appearance and landscaping following approval on Appeal

It  was reported that other  consultees have said there  is  insufficient information to

make a decision. JE will look into

UTT/19/1134/LB  Monks Barn, High Street

Addition of railings to front elevation

Comments: No objections, subject to the approval of the conservation Officer.

UTT/19/1190/HHF  The Conifers, White Horse Lane

Installation of dormer windows

Comments:  To be deferred until the retrospective application is resolved. (AG will 

forward correspondence relating to this)

UTT/19/0391/FUL  Land at Bury Water Lane

Application to vary conditions 2 (schedule of plans) and 3 (hard and soft landscaping

works) of UTT/16/1574/DFO to allow amendment to the bund.

JE will look into.

19/C047   To  discuss  the  ROSPA  Report  following  the  inspection  of  the

playground.

DA reported that there are problems with the aerial slide at the playground.  The slide

and seat have been taken off and it is now out of action.

Quotations have been requested from Fenland Leisure and, for safety  reasons, will

need to be approved when they arrive.  To be included on the next agenda for formal

approval.
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19/C048  To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan

AG reported that the group is close to finishing the final draft which will then be sent

to UDC. The group are hoping to have the referendum in the Autumn.

19/C049  To receive an update on a Community Special Constable

SAm  was  hoping  to  have  a  poster  available  this  evening  but  unfortunately  the

photograph sent to them was not suitable.  Another photograph has been taken and

this will be forwarded

19/C050  To  receive  an  update  on  installing  bollards  in  various  areas  of  the

village

The Clerk reported that she had chased ECC regarding the application that was made

to the Local Highways Panel last October.  She has also spoken to the ECC Highways

Inspector  who  said  that  priority  could  not  be  given  to  these  because  of  funding

constraints. SAy suggested planting some bushes instead of bollards on the verge near

the Newport club to prevent parking on the grass verges.  A resident offered to install

four plastic bollards at the bottom of Bury Water Lane if they were purchased by the

PC.

19/C051 To sign the agreement for the Allotments at Wicken Lea  

The Clerk reported that our solicitor is still awaiting the return of the draft document

from Cala's solicitor.

DA said he is not in favour of the PC taking on these allotments and the Clerk will

look back through the records and report back. 

19/C052  To  discuss  the  letter  received  from  the  department  of  Transport

regarding the proposed stopping up of the highway at land west of London Road

The Clerk reported that she has been in touch with RG following receipt of the letter

but it would be difficult to object as this has been approved by the Secretary of State 

19/C053 Items for next Agenda

To receive an update on installing bollards in the village

To finalise and agree the Representative/Committee list

To  receive  a  report  from  the  working  group  on  the  procedure  for  dealing  with

planning applications

19/C054 To discuss any Urgent matters of interest to the Parish

54.1   OD reported that he has contacted ECC regarding bus stops in the village that

are no longer used.  It was agreed that he should pursue this and endeavour to get

unused bus stops removed.

54.2   The Rangers will be asked to cut back the hedge opposite the Joyce Frankland

Academy.  Brambles from the United Reform Church on the corner of Wicken Road

are encroaching onto the footpath. Martin will be asked to cut these back.

54.3   JE reported that there is a wall between the churchyard and Gilbey Green which

looks unsafe and could collapse.  The Clerk advised that the owner of No.9 Gilbey

Green has been in touch with her regarding ownership of the land.  It  appears this

belongs to the Church and the owner said he would contact Rev. Neil Mcleod.
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54.4 The Clerk reported that a resident has requested traffic calming from Cambridge

Road into Bury Water Lane where there is no pavement.  ECC will be asked to carry

out a speed survey.

54.5 JE reported that at the moment seven people have volunteered to help with the

river clearance tomorrow, 4th June, starting at 10.00am.  The Chairman reported that

some trees have been left in the river near the Debden Road bridge. ECC will be made

aware of these during their visit.

19/C055  Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Monday, 1st July 2019. 7.30 pm at

Church House. (AG gave apologies in advance). 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 01.07.19.


