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NEWPORT     PARISH    COUNCIL

Minutes   of  a  Meeting   of   the   Council   held  at  7.30pm   on   

Monday, 4  th   November, 2019 at Church House, Newport.

Present: Cllr H. Bowman (HB) (Chairman)          

Cllr D. Alexander (DA)

Cllr S. Amos (SAm)

Cllr S. Ayles (SAy)

Cllr C. Barnes (CB)

Cllr R. Benge (RB)

Cllr O. Davies (OD)

Cllr J. Emanuel (JE)

Cllr A. Gerard (AG)    

In attendance:

Mrs C. Griffin Parish Clerk

Mrs E. Edwards Responsible Financial Officer

Dist Cllr N. Hargreaves (NH)

Cty Cllr R. Gooding (RG)

6 members of the public

1  9/135  Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr J. Arscott (unwell).

19/136  To receive any ‘pecuniary’  or ‘non-pecuniary’ interests relating to

items on the Agenda

The following non-pecuniary interests were declared:

HB in 139, 145 and 146; JE in 144, 145, 146 and 148; CB in 146; OD in 146; 

SAy in 145 and 146; AG in 138, 146, 148 and member of UDC Planning 

Committee; DA in 144; SAm in 148.

19/137  Public participation session (15 minutes available if required)

Residents raised the following matters:

 The bund at Cala Homes is still work in progress.  It was agreed that the 

bund would be reduced to comply with the planning application but 

unfortunately the wrong plan was produced so Cala are arranging to 

come back and remove more soil.

 The street lighting in School Lane is really poor.  What are the PC's 

views?

Another resident pointed out that the lighting in School Lane was 

included on a list of issues three years ago.

RG advised that ECC may be able to get funding to change to LED 
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Lights.

Regarding the 278 and 106 agreements, RG will check to see if ECC 

have discharged all their responsibilities.

Following discussion the Chairman will review the 278 and 106 

agreements, then visit the site to ascertain whether everything has been 

carried out satisfactorily.  Any outstanding issues will then be taken up 

with the UDC Enforcement team.

It was acknowledged that there is still no resolution regarding the 

bridge at the bottom of School Lane.  The Highways Officer did 

acknowledge at a recent meeting that it is not unsafe but it is not fit for 

purpose.

 Could we have the School Lane sign, on the corner, reinstated as this 

was  damaged by a large vehicle..

 The Clerk will contact UDC.

 The car park initiated by Castle Oak cannot be used at present because 

of the wet conditions and there is no lighting. Cars are now parking  

along Bury Water Lane reducing it to one way traffic.

JE reported that she has contacted Castleoak today.  They have 

acknowledged it is an issue and have hired a generator to light the area 

and ordered matting to lay on the surface in view of the wet conditions.

 The passing bays in School Lane are being used for parking making it 

one way traffic.

JE said she is consulting on double yellow lines in School Lane. Parking

issues will be included on the December agenda.

 Could I please have an update on the bollard which has been installed 

next to Newport Club which is causing a problem.

The Chairman advised that the Clerk had circulated the response from 

ECC and this explained why the bollard could not be placed further 

back.

Following discussion the resident suggested that to resolve the problem 

the bollard could be removed and the litter bin placed in the area, a 

little further back from the kerb. This would prevent people parking on 

the verge but also allow the resident to access his drive.  Alternatively, 

the current “H” bar across the driveway could be extended.

RG pointed out that one of the suggestions from Highways was to 

extend the “H” bar. RG agreed to follow this up and get this done as 

quickly as possible.

The Chairman confirmed that the PC were happy with the work which 

ECC had carried out, but if it is not satisfactory, he asked the resident 

to come back, and the PC would then review the situation again.
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19/138  To receive reports from District and County Councillors

Dist Cllr Hargreaves reported that:

 The Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 19 consultation finished on 29th 

October. The responses have been sent to the Examiner with other 

documents and we should receive copies of these shortly.   

 The Neighbourhood Plan came in very useful at the recent JFA Appeal.

 A developer, who has submitted an application at Quendon, has agreed 

to deal with issues which are in the plan even though the application has 

not been approved.

Cty Cllr Gooding reported that:

 At the meeting on 17th October he felt a reasonable agreement was 

reached with the developers as they agreed to carry out basic works to 

bring the lane up to a reasonable standard and ECC would then provide 

a top dressing. This should be done in the Spring of next year.  Since the

meeting I have met with Highways Officers who are preparing some 

notes on the meeting and when these are available I will write to John 

Lodge on the issues.  Whiteditch Lane will remain a Byway but it 

should be cheaper to maintain in the future.  The PC will receive a copy 

of the notes when available.

 Regarding the footbridge, the Highways officer stated that the 

footbridge in not unsafe but it is not fit for purpose.  I will make sure 

this is reviewed.

A resident reported that the state of the lane is a disgrace and he does not 

believe there is any agreement that the developers, who have now departed, 

will come back.  There was also an undertaking to integrate the drainage 

problems.  RG confirmed that the drainage issues will be incorporated into the 

review.

147.2  Creation of a new Public Right of Way in Whiteditch Lane 

(Following a request this item was brought forward)

The information received from ECC had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

The proposed new footpath will connect Byway 2 and Footpath 4 which would 

provide an off-road route potentially benefiting some walk-to-school journeys. 

ECC have pointed out that it will not be publically maintainable.

Members felt this would be of benefit as it would allow pedestrians to avoid the

dangerous “S” bend at the bottom of Whiteditch Lane.  It was agreed that the 

Clerk should send a response to ECC advising that the PC would like this path 

to be Public Right of Way.

19  /139 To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the 

Meeting of the Council held on 7  th   October 2019

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as approved.

Proposed:  SAy Seconded:  SAm All agreed
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19/140  Chairman's comments

The Chairman reported that the PC has had to cope with a substantial amount of extra

work particularly  in view of the two Inquiries.   This has resulted in a very  heavy

workload for some members and as a result the workload is uneven. Between now

and the next meeting would all members please consider the following:

1.  Your skills

2.  Your experiences that would benefit the PC

3.  Why did you decide to become a member of the PC

4.  What are your areas of interest in the village

5.  What are your areas of concern.

In  addition please identify  training needs -  what training do you  feel  would be of

benefit.  With regard to planning, would you be prepared to attend a Planning training

session on a Saturday morning.  We could have a question and answer session which

would help all our needs.

Please give these matters some thought  before  the next meeting and we will then

include a discussion on the next agenda.

19/141 To receive the Clerk’s Report, circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The Clerk reported:

 We have heard nothing further from the representatives from Octagon who

visited Newport recently and looked at the Ellis Trust site.

 The Save Newport Village boards need to be removed.  The Chairman said he

had spoken to R4U and these will be taken down and the posts returned to

them.

 A letter was received from a resident today regarding an increase in patients at

the Doctors Surgery.  SAy will contact the Practice Manager at the Surgery

regarding the information received.  Members of the PC (JE, SAy and CB)

will attend the next meeting of the West Essex Clinical Commissioning Group

which will be held at the Saffron Walden Council Chamber on 28th November

at 9.30am.  The PC did warn that there would be problems in view of the

housing developments.

19/142  To  receive  the  Responsible  Financial  Officer's  Report  and  approve

accounts for payment, schedule circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The payment schedule showing 16 items, totalling £26,621.26 was approved. 

Proposed:  JE Seconded:  DA All agreed

The Fighting Fund Appeal has raised £17,038.00 to the end of October.

The legal expenses in this financial year  amounted to £61,386.92. There is a VAT

repayment due of £9,858.52.

19/143  To receive a report  on the meeting with our Insurance company and

discuss the policy renewal, circulated prior to the meeting

DA, SAy, the Clerk and RFO, plus Mike Hannant met with Ross Bullard from Came

& Co.  He raised several issues and as a result addition items have been included in

the  policy.   He  recommended  that  all  buildings  are  valued  every  five  years  to

ascertain a realistic rebuild cost.  OD offered to look into this.
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A quotation has been received for cover for cyber attacks but the PC decided it was

not necessary to include this in the cover.

19/144     To receive reports/updates on Infrastructure/Maintenance

144.1  To receive an update from Cllr Emanuel on the river clearance

This matter was deferred until the next meeting.

144.2  To receive an update on the playground

DA reported  that  he  is  awaiting  the arrival  of  the  new slide.   The  repairs  to  the

motorbike will be undertaken in conjunction with the slide.  New seats for the swings

have also been ordered.  The Clerk was unable to obtain a further grant from the UDC

Community Grant scheme.  A local resident has kindly offered to let the PC borrow

some Harris fencing to close off the area whilst the work is being carried out.

144.3  To review the grass cutting contract, previous three year contract circulated

prior to the meeting

Details of the previous contract had been circulated. The Clerk will obtain a quotation

from Hilbery Turf for discussion at the Budget meeting on 18th November.  A request

has been received from the Gaces Trust for additional cuts next year.

The Clerk will also contact UDC for a quotation for the green garden waste skip.

19/145    To receive report/updates on Public Relations

145.1  To receive a further update on the website

JE has  contacted  the graphic  designer  for  a  quotation.  Information  received  from

EALC had been circulated.

145.2  To receive an update on fundraising

The Chairman reported that there will be an advert in the next edition of Newport

News.   AG said he felt the PC need to consider how they are going to rebuild their

funds after the two Appeals. As soon as the results of the Gladman Appeal and the

Joyce Frankland hearing are known, a further press release will be considered.

19/146 To receive reports/updates on Planning

146.1  To receive a report on the Gladman Inquiry

JE reported that the Inquiry went very well and we are now awaiting the decision.

This should be made before 22nd November. RB asked if the complaint involving a

UDC staff member was raised with UDC and had it been dealt with.  The Chairman

reported that a meeting was held with UDC and the issues were aired.  We now have a

good relationship with the district council.

JE added that this could all have been avoided if a meeting had been held with UDC

prior to the Inquiry.

146.2  To receive an update on the Joyce Frankland Academy Appeal Hearing

The JFA Hearing was much more informal than an Inquiry and the team involved felt

they had acquitted themselves very well. All the defendants (Nigel Brown, for UDC,

Dist Cllr Neil Hargreaves, Cllr Howard Bowman, Cllr Judy Emanuel and, resident, 
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David Mayle, presented a uniform front and gave the professionals a hard time. We

were surprised that the Appellants have gone for costs.

146.3  To receive a report from the Planning Working Group

The  Working  Group  met  last  week.  JE  said  she  was  very  impressed  with  two

responses from UDC on Whiteditch Lane.  AG advised that Newport is now a case

study.

146.4  To receive a report on the meeting with John Lodge on 17  th   October (including

air quality monitoring at peak times)

JE reported that it was a worthwhile meeting.  We showed John Lodge the map and

spoke about the impact of development in the village.  A representative from ECC

highways was invited.  SAm asked who was carrying out the review.  UDC agreed to

look at the whole area including the drainage system at the bottom of Whiteditch

Lane.

146.5  To discuss the proposed naming of 10 houses, 64 Apartments and one Care

home on land at Bury Water Nurseries, Whiteditch Lane.

The  Chairman  asked  members  to  send  suggestions  to  the  Clerk  by  Monday  11th

November at the latest.

Responses will be sent to the Clerk on the following applications:

UTT/19/2422/FUL  Land adjacent Branksome, Whiteditch Lane

Erection to boundary wall and amended landscaping attached to UTT/18/1486/FUL 

for the erection of one dwelling

UTT/19/2496/HHF  60 Cherry Garden Lane

Single storey front extension

UTT/19/2607/FUL Sparrows End, Sparrows End Hill  Newport  CB11 3TU

Conversion and alteration of a garage and stable block to an independent dwelling

with associated amenity land

The following responses were submitted after the October meeting:

UTT/19/2155/HHF  4, Sparrows End, Sparrowsend Hill

Loft conversion forming one bedroom and WC.

Comments:  No objections

UTT/19/2147/HFF  4 Parsonage Cottages, Bury Water Lane

Proposed ground/first  floor  rear  extensions,  façade  alterations,  replacement  garage

and associated work.

Comments:  No objections

UTT/19/1892/HHF  The Conifers, White Horse Lane

Retrospective application for out building with proposed alterations and reductions

made  to  overall  mass  (amendment  to  previously  approved  application

UTT/16/1789/HHF)

Comments:   The  application  makes  a  mockery  of  the  planning  system  by  firstly

seeking, then receiving, permission to erect a building with a footprint of 52 sq. mtrs

and then subsequently erecting a building of 90.19 sq. mtrs. Additionally, the larger

footprint of the building and its very close proximity to Wicken Water means that the 
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flood  risk is increased.    We believe that the footprint  of  the building  should be

reduced to the already approved 52 sq.mtrs.

UTT/19/2183/HHF  Nolton Cottage, Elephant Green

Alteration and extensions to extend kitchen with rear extension. Internal alterations

and extension to create new sun lounge to rear elevation

Comments:  Subject to review by the UDC Conservation Officer (given its location in

the conservation area) the scale and orientation of the proposed extension appear to be

acceptable.  It is not clear why the sun room is described as such given the rendered

exterior and windows rather than a fully glazed exterior.

UTT/19/2255/HHF  Sparrows End, Sparrowsend Hill

Demolition of existing orangery and replacement extension with the same footprint

Comments:  No objections

UTT/19/2284/FUL  Willows, White Horse Lane

Proposed demolition of  existing  dwelling  end  erection  of  3  bedroom replacement

dwelling.

Comments:  The scale and mass of the proposed dwelling appears to be significantly

larger than the existing one in the context of the adjacent dwelling (Viclar Cottage)

being a bungalow and in the content of the scale of the plot overall. No objections

otherwise.

UTT/19/2293/HHF  Rookes House, Elephant Green

Retrospective  consent  for  erection  of  outbuilding  and extension and alterations  to

existing garage

Comments:  No objections

UTT/19/2383/HHF  2 Cherry Garden Lane,Newport

Proposed part single, part two storey and part first floor siade extension. Garage abd

ex  garage  and  existing  rear  extension  roof  replacement.   First  floor  window

replacement 2 roof windows to existing rear extension on flat roof, relocation of front

entrance door and internal alterations.

Comments: No objections

19/147   To receive reports/updates on Green Spaces and Sports

147.1  To receive an update on the Allotments 

DA reported that we have one new tenant. There are still plots available.

147.2  To discuss proposal received from ECC to create a new Public Right of Way in

Whiteditch Lane.

Discussed earlier in the meeting

19/148 To receive reports/updates on Village Improvements

148.1  To receive an update on the Track to the Recreation Ground

CB reported that he has been in touch with Mike Hannant, the Chairman of the Sports

Committee.  CB has all the relevant information.

148.2  To discuss problems encountered by Emergency Service Vehicles on Church

Street, Elephant Green. Bridge End, Whiteditch Lane and Bury Water Lane.

The Clerk reported that she has been in touch with the contact passed to her but has

not received a reply.  She will contact the local Fire station.
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148.3  To receive a report on meeting with Anglian Water

Deferred until the next meeting.

148.4  To receive an update following the meeting held on 17  th   October with ECC,

UDC and developers.

Report given by Cty Cllr Gooding earlier in the meeting.

148.5   To receive an update on Community Special Constables

SAm attended the recent recruitment evening in Chelmsford. A response has been

received from the advert for Newport but before training can commence a background

check and physical test are undertaken.

The Chairman thanked SAm for attending the evening.

19/149   To receive a report/update on Liaison matters

149.1  To approve the re-election of Margaret Bowker and the election of Berenice

Smith as Trustees to the Gaces Charity for a period of four years.

The PC approved the re-election of Margaret Bowker and the election of Berenice

Smith for a period of four years.

149.2  To consider a donation to Home Start Essex

This matter was deferred until the next meeting.

19/150  Items for next Agenda

2020 Firework Event

Improvements to the Common

To discuss parking in the area north of the Ford

19/151  To discuss any Urgent matters of interest to the Parish

151.1 The Chairman thanked DA and Martin for erecting a post and rail fence to fill

the gap next to the gate in Gaces Meadow.

151.2  The Clerk will pass details of properties in Meadowford, School Lane, Bury

Water Lane and Wicken Road to JE in order for a parking survey to be carried out. 

151.3  Details  of  Speedwatch  training  sessions  will  be  included  on  the  Newport

newsline. 

151.4  The  Chairman  would  welcome  support  from  members  at  this  Sunday’s

Remembrance Service, 10th November,  10.50am at the Church.

19/152 Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 2nd December, 7.30pm at Church House.

An Extraordinary meeting will be held on Monday 18th November, 7.30 at Church

House to discuss the Budget for 2020/21.

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.

 

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 02.12.19



 


