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NEWPORT     PARISH    COUNCIL

Minutes   of  a  Meeting   of   the   Council   held  at  7.30pm   on   

Monday, 7  th   October, 2019 at Church House, Newport.

Present: Cllr H. Bowman (HB) (Chairman)          

Cllr D. Alexander (DA)

Cllr S. Amos (SAm)

Cllr J. Arscott (JA)

Cllr S. Ayles (SAy)

Cllr C. Barnes (CB)

Cllr R. Benge (RB)

Cllr J. Emanuel (JE)

Cllr A. Gerard (AG)    

In attendance:

Mrs C. Griffin Parish Clerk

Mrs E. Edwards Responsible Financial Officer

Dist Cllr N. Hargreaves (NH)

Cty Cllr R. Gooding (RG)

6 members of the public

1  9/117  Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr O. Davies (private commitment).

19/118  To receive any ‘pecuniary’  or ‘non-pecuniary’ interests relating to

items on the Agenda

The following non-pecuniary interests were declared:

HB in 126 and 127; JE in 125, 126, 127 and 129; SAm in 131, DA in 125; AG 

in 120, 127, 130, 131 and UDC Cabinet member and member of the UDC 

Planning Committee; SAy in 125, 126 and 127.

19/119  Public participation session (15 minutes available if required)

Residents raised the following matters:

 A property in Frambury Lane is virtually unoccupied.   

NH advised that this has been reported to UDC.

 A Housing Officer at UDC has been made aware that a property in 

Wicken Road is not occupied.  UDC has advised that they are 

considering changing Council policy to ensure all houses are used.

 There could be another unoccupied property in the High Street.

 Earlier in the year a payment was made for the Sports Committee. Is this

included in the Parish Council's budget.  
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The RFO explained that the Sports Committee has now become part of 

the Parish Council.  The Chairman agreed to look into this after the 

meeting.

 I am endeavouring to get Open Reach to come back and reinstate the 

verge properly in Wicken Road.

 I would like to thank everyone involved in the Gladman Appeal for all 

their hard work.  

The Chairman said it was an excellent joint effort paying particular 

thanks to resident, David Mayle.

 The fund raising appeal seems to be quite low profile. 

The Chairman advised that a meeting of the group was held recently but

progress has been held up because members have been dealing with the 

Gladman Appeal.  We now have two new people on the Fundraising 

Committee, more posters have been organised and we will focus our 

attention on this.

To receive reports from District and County Councillors

Cty Cllr Gooding reported:

 I apologies for the confusion over the closure of Wicken Road.

 I would like to thank the members of the PC and Nigel Brown, UDC, for

attending the meeting on 12th September. I was cautiously optimistic 

following the meeting. However, highways officers subsequently 

communicated with the developers regarding the sub-structure and 

unfortunately some of the work they are offering to do will not meet the 

standard required.  Highways are still conferring with the developers and

it is hoped that something worthwhile can be agreed.   I will be sending 

out notification of the next meeting but before doing so want to ensure 

we can achieve something substantial, therefore I will delay the meeting 

for a few days.  It is important that when the meeting is held that Nigel 

Brown attends.

It was pointed out by a resident that conditions were imposed on the 

original planning applications in Whiteditch Lane but the developers 

managed to get these removed.  The residents were also given an 

undertaking two years ago that repairs would be carried out.  The current

state of the lane is dangerous; would it be possible for some emergency 

work to be carried out. 

RG will be back in touch regarding the next meeting as soon as possible.

Dist Cllr Hargreaves reported:

 The district council is working on a new Corporate Strategy which has 

now been sent to the Chief Executive.  The government have still not 

agreed settlement for next year.  At present we do not know what costs 

we will face in relation to the Stansted Airport application.
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19  /121  To  approve  and  authorise  the  Chairman  to  sign  the  Minutes  of  the

Meeting of the Council held on 2  nd   September 2019

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as approved.

Proposed:  SAy Seconded:  JE All agreed

19/122  Chairman's comments

The Chairman reported:

 Last week representatives from Octagon Development Co, in Surrey, called at

the parish office as advised in the Clerk's Report.  They would now like me to

contact them.  It was agreed that the Chairman should ‘phone them from the

parish office.

 I have ordered some more signs for the village and we will continue to put

these up even though some have been taken down.

 The PC should have clear communications and liaison with UDC in order to

work for the benefit of the whole village. We have several concerns following

the Gladman Appeal and I have written to the UDC Chief Executive regarding

the health of one member of their staff.

 JE  and  I  will  be  arranging  another  meeting  with  the  Joyce  Frankland

Academy.

19/123 To receive the Clerk’s Report, circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The Clerk reported:

 On the visit to the office of representatives from Octagon.

 Discussions with Jayne at LCPAS regarding a Planning course in Newport.

 The  wreath  for  the  Remembrance  service  has  been  ordered  and  she  will

contact the Church Wardens regarding the service.

 Our insurance company, Came & Co. are willing to come and meet with the

PC again this year before the renewal is sent.  A meeting will be organised as

soon as possible (DA, SAy, CB and Mike Hannant to be notified)

19/124  To  receive  the  Responsible  Financial  Officer's  Report  and  approve

accounts for payment, schedule circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The payment schedule showing 19 items, totalling £57,551.40 was approved. 

Proposed:  JE Seconded:  SAy All agreed

The Fighting Fund Appeal has raised £16,728.00 to the end of September.

19/125     To receive reports/updates on Infrastructure/Maintenance

125.1  To receive an update from Cllr Emanuel on the river clearance and meeting

with Anglian Water

JE reported that the river  clearance  at  the  bottom of School Lane,  planned for 5th

September, was cancelled owing to an unpleasant smell.  The water level is currently

very low as there has been very low rainfall this year.     It was agreed that JE should

contact Glen Shaw at ECC and obtain two quotes for the necessary work.  It may be

possible to obtain a contribution from Retirement Villages.
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125.2.  To further discuss the area next to the Newport Club

The Clerk reported that a complaint has been raised with ECC regarding the bollards.

After the bench was removed it was pointed out by a resident that access could be

gained from the other side which would allow vehicles to park on the grassed area.   It

was agreed that the Clerk should arrange for the dog bin to be moved to prevent this.

125.3  To receive a report from Cllr Alexander on the motorbikes in the playground

DA reported that the spring on the motorbike had snapped off.   Fenland Play has

quoted £480 plus VAT to repair this if the work is undertaken in conjunction with the

slide.

The Clerk will send a further application to UDC and ask if this, together with two

new seats for the swings, can be added to the application submitted in July

125.4 To discuss and approve quotation for work on Bridleway 16

A quote  has  been  obtained  from JF  Knight,  total  cost  £7,885.00  plus  VAT.   JE

obtained a grant from UDC of £3,500 and the Sports Committee have agreed to pay

£2,000.  It is hoped that the PC will fund the balance.

DA said he felt there would be problems if the edging is left unfinished.  JE said that

ECC were aware of this and CB will contact them again to check this. 

It was agreed that provided ECC are happy for the work to be done on this basis, and

in accordance with the quotation, the PC will cover the balance of £2,385.00

Proposed:  CB Seconded: SAY All agreed

19/126 To receive report/updates on Public Relations

126.1  To receive a further update on the website

JE will obtain a quotation from the person who provided the new logo.

The Clerk will chase EALC as it was understood they would provide contact details.

AG reported there is no news from UDC on this.

126.2  To receive an update on fundraising

The Chairman reported that at the end of September £16,728 has been raised.  Two

further contributions were passed to the RFO at the meeting.

As reported earlier in the meeting the fund raising group will now have more time to

focus on this.

19/127  To receive reports/updates on Planning

127.1  To receive an update from Cllr Hargreaves on the UDC Local Plan

The inspectors are expected to report back very soon, give their opinions and raise

questions.

127.2  To receive a report from the Chairman on the Neighbourhood Plan

The  plan  was  published  by  UDC  on  16th September  and  is  now  in  the  formal

consultation period which closes on 29th October.  Any comments will be sent to the

Inspector and he may come back to us if he has any queries on the comments received

during  this  period.   We  are  awaiting  a  date  for  the  Referendum although  this  is

expected to be in March 2020. 

It is hoped that the plan will now carry some weight.
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Hard copies of the plan will be delivered to the Clerk for retention in the PC office.

127.3  To receive a report following the Gladman Inquiry

JE reported that the Inquiry did not get off to a very good start as when the timetable

was set no time was allocated for residents' speeches.

The Chairman advised that JE was only given five minutes notice but vigorously dealt

with all  the issues  when cross examined by  the Appellant's  QC.  JE included the

cumulative impact of development in Whiteditch Lane and Bury Water Lane which

allowed the Landscape consultant, Michele Bolger, to raise this and put up a very

good case.  A meeting will be organised with UDC as there are some planning issues

which need to be addressed.  Geoff Gardner clarified a number of the points and it

was him and Jenny Wigley that saved the day.

This Inquiry was a totally different experience to the previous Countryside Appeal.

127.4  To receive an update on the Joyce Frankland Academy Appeal

The  JFA  Appeal  will  be  a  hearing  which  is  less  formal.   Nigel  Brown  will  be

representing UDC.  We need to meet with him and discuss the organisation of our

defence.  The Clerk will contact Nigel Brown and arrange a meeting as quickly as

possible as he has not responded to the previous request.  Dates suggested were 11th,

14th and 17th October.

JE will chase ECC for their response.

127.5  To receive a report from the Planning Working Group

As members were involved in the Gladman Appeal, they have been unable to meet.

The group will meet as soon as possible to deal with responses to the following.

UTT/19/2155/HHF  4, Sparrows End, Sparrowsend Hill

Loft conversion forming one bedroom and WC.

UTT/19/2147/HFF  4 Parsonage Cottages, Bury Water Lane

Proposed ground/first  floor  rear  extensions,  façade  alterations,  replacement  garage

and associated work.

UTT/19/1892/HHF  The Conifers, White Horse Lane

Retrospective application for out building with proposed alterations and reductions

made  to  overall  mass  (amendment  to  previously  approved  application

UTT/16/1789/HHF)

UTT/19/2183/HHF  Nolton Cottage, Elephant Green

Alteration and extensions to extend kitchen with rear extension. Internal alterations

and extension to create new sun lounge to rear elevation

UTT/19/2255/HHF  Sparrows End, Sparrowsend Hill

Demolition of existing orangery and replacement extension with the same footprint

UTT/19/2284/FUL  Willows, White Horse Lane

Proposed demolition of  existing  dwelling  end  erection  of  3  bedroom replacement

dwelling.

UTT/19/2293/HHF  Rookes House, Elephant Green

Retrospective  consent  for  erection  of  outbuilding  and extension and alterations  to

existing garage

UTT/19/2383/HHF  2 Cherry Garden Lane,Newport

Proposed part single, part two storey and part first floor side extension.  Garage and 

existing rear extension roof replacement. First floor window replacement 2 roof 
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windows to existing rear extension on flat roof, relocation of front entrance door and 

internal alterations

19/128   To receive reports/updates on Green Spaces and Sports

128.1  To receive an update on the Allotments at Wicken Lea

Following the last meeting the Clerk contacted the PC's solicitor who confirmed that

the total cost of the work he had undertaken would be £808 plus VAT.

The Clerk reported that she has heard nothing further from Philip Wright at Cala or

the residents who were keen to rent the Allotments.

128.2  To approve a request to place a small shed at the Allotments

The Council approved the request and agreed that as the contract  states that small

sheds, 6ft x 4ft, are allowed, these can be authorised by DA in future and there is no

need to obtain PC approval.

19/129  To receive reports/updates on Village Improvements

129.1  To receive a report on issues at the top of Frambury Lane near the Primary

School and consider contacting ECC to carry out a safety review

It  was  reported  that  there  was  an  incident  at  the  top  of  Frambury  Lane  recently

involving a lorry.  As there have been no further  problems, it  appears this was an

isolated incident and will not be taken further at this stage.

129.2  To discuss problems encountered by Emergency Service Vehicles on Church

Street, Elephant Green. Bridge End, Whiteditch Lane and Bury Water Lane.

The Clerk will follow this up with the Fire service and pass copies to Colin Day, via

AG.

19/130   To receive a report/update on Liaison matters

To consider encouraging young Newport residents to become involved with Newport

PC matters

AG reported that UDC has agreed to include the Youth Council in UDC matters and

they will have a seat at Full Council. The new administration would like to engage

more with younger people. Other PC's have also started to engage with their younger

residents (16 – 25 age group).

It was agreed that this would be a good idea and will be raised at the next Liaison

meeting at the JFA.

In the meantime AG will circulate some information.

19/131   To  receive  a  report  from  Cllr  Amos  on  the  Inaugural  Meeting  of

Community Special Constables Recruitment/Media Workshop on 5  th   September.

SAm  attended  the  Inaugural  Meeting  of  Community  Special  Constables  (CSC)

Recruitment/Media Workshop on 5th September and a report was circulated prior to

the meeting. Representatives from 23 parishes attended.  Seven CSC are currently

undertaking training.  Two were present at the meeting and gave information on their

employment and CSC activities. Anyone who is interested can request a “ride along”

to understand what is  expected.  Most CSC live in the area they  cover  but it  was

suggested that we widen our advertising to neighbouring villages which has now been
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done.  There is a Recruitment evening in Chelmsford on Tuesday, 22nd October which

I will attend.  It was confirmed that if we are able to recruit a CSC he would cover

Newport only.

The advertisement  for  a  Community  Special  Constable has  been placed  on notice

boards, website, newsline, facebook page and in the next edition of Newport News.

19/132  Items for next Agenda

To discuss the grass cutting contract

19/133  To discuss any Urgent matters of interest to the Parish

133.1 The Clerk asked if there was a programme for the JFA hearing. This will be

raised with Nigel Brown.

133.2 The Clerk had been advised that the letter to Andrew Cook should be held

following the meeting with RG on 12th September.  Clerk will check with Cllr Davies.

19/134  Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 4th November, 7.30pm at Church House.

An Extraordinary meeting will be held on Monday 18th November, 7.30 at Church

House to discuss the Budget for 2020/21.

The meeting closed at 9.35pm.

 

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 04.11.19

 




