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NEWPORT     PARISH    COUNCIL

Minutes   of  a  Meeting   of   the   Council   held  at  7.30pm   on   

Monday, 6  th   January, 2020 at Church House, Newport.

Present: Cllr H. Bowman (HB) (Chairman)          

Cllr D. Alexander (DA)

Cllr S. Amos (SAm)

Cllr S. Ayles (SAy)

Cllr C. Barnes (CB)

Cllr R. Benge (RB)

Cllr O. Davies (OD)

Cllr J. Emanuel (JE)

Cllr A. Gerard (AG)    

In attendance:

Mrs C. Griffin Parish Clerk

Mrs E. Edwards Responsible Financial Officer

Dist Cllr N. Hargreaves (NH)  

Tom Morement Special Constable for Newport

8 members of the public

19/180  Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cty Cllr R. Gooding.

19/181  To receive any ‘pecuniary’  or ‘non-pecuniary’ interests relating to

items on the Agenda

The following non-pecuniary interests were declared:

CB in 194 and 195; SAy in 193 and 195; DA in 191;  SAm in 183; AG in 184 

and 193 and member of the UDC Planning Committee; HB in 185, 186, 187, 

191 and 196.  

19/182  Public participation session (15 minutes available if required)

Residents raised the following matters:

 The footpath and verge at the top of Frambury Lane have not been 

rectified.

The Clerk will chase UDC

 The street light outside the bungalows in Frambury Lane is not working.

The Clerk will report to the lighting contractor

 I raised some questions regarding the PC's insurance which the Clerk 

has answered.  I would suggest that the PC's obtains alternative 

quotations.

The Chairman advised that the PC’s insurance broker supplies three 

quotes but this has been noted.
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 Could I have details of the building work being carried out at the Coach 

& Horses please?

JE advised that planning permission has been given to convert the 

redundant barn into one dwelling.

 What is the Precept for 2020/21?

The Chairman advised that the PC will be requesting £150,000 from 

UDC.  An Extraordinary meeting was held to discuss the Budget for 

next year and it was agreed that this level of precept would be 

appropriate.

 As we have more houses the Council Tax should be coming down.

The Chairman explained that the PC does not receive an amount per 

house.  We make a request to UDC for the Precept and that amount is 

paid to us. Householders pay UDC, not the PC.

AG advised that if CIL is introduced this will change.

 The light in Cambridge Road is still not working.

The Clerk advised that she has already chased ECC.

 ECC have carried out some investigations at the ford at the bottom of 

School Lane but we have heard nothing further.

The Clerk will take this up with Cty Cllr Gooding.

 Could you please clarify the item on setting the Precept

The Chairman advised that the PC have agreed the Budget and we now 

have to set the budget in accordance with that.  It was confirmed that 

the PC have not agreed any donations to the Schools

 The Village Hal have made two applications for grants – one to UDC 

for refurbishment which was successful and another to ECC which was 

not granted.

 The playgroup is now much more settled and I would like to thank 

everyone who supported it.

 Two years ago there was a meeting with Whiteditch Lane residents 

regarding the impact of all the development on the lane. A plan was 

drawn up which has now been disbanded.

JE said that is not the case.  ECC will reinstate the lane but not until 

after the winter.  ECC are also investigating the surface water and 

drainage.

 It seems this has all been left with one of the developers.  The residents 

would like some time line.

 The design for Bury Water Lane and School Lane was not appropriate 

and the balancing pond is not working.

Before proceeding with the agenda, the Chairman said he would like to present 

Andrew Yarwood, former Chairman of Newport Parish Council, with a token 

of our appreciation for all the work which he did for the village for many years 

when he was District Councillor, Parish Councillor and Chairman of the PC.  

Andrew had a number of obstacles to overcome but we really appreciate all 

that he did and we want him to know this was very much appreciated.
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Andrew Yarwood said it was a privilege to serve Newport and thanked all 

members of the Council.  He paid a special tribute to the late Alan Johnson 

who was particularly helpful in his early days on the PC.
                            

19/183  To receive a report from Special Constable Tom Morement

SC Morement reported that he had listened to the concerns expressed at the last

meeting and has taken action on the following:

 Parking on pavements. I will now start issuing fines if cars are parked 

inappropriately.

 A visit was made to the playground

 I plan to meet with both schools in the next two weeks to engage with 

the Heads and discuss parking issues.  The Chairman will forward a 

photograph of a school bus parked at the bottom of School Lane to 

illustrate the problems in that area. I will also visit the contractors in 

Bury Water Lane.

 A night time speed check was undertaken and cars were stopped.

 An anti-social driver of a motor bike has been dealt with

 I hope to meet with the owner of the Co-op and the public houses fairly 

soon.

 I will endeavour to get some traffic wardens to help with the parking 

problems, but parking on pavement is not an offence providing the 

pavement is not blocked and sufficient space is left for wheelchairs, 

buggies etc.

 I worked 36 hours in December in and around the Newport area and was

called away on two occasions.

A resident pointed out that the 20mph speed limit in Bury Water Lane was 

achieved by taking readings and placing them on record.   Has any progress 

been made on the extension of the speed limit in Bury Water Lane.   

OD advised that the application was sent to the Local Highways Panel and this

will be followed up.

The Chairman thanked SC Tom Morement for all his efforts.  A resident and 

the Chairman also thanked Cllr Sandra Amos for all the work she did which 

achieved a very successful outcome.

19/184  To receive reports from District and County Councillors

Dist Cllr Hargreaves reported that:

 There is nothing on the LHP agenda regarding the request for an 

extension of the 20mph limit.  NH will chase this up with ECC.

 Bollards are on hold at present until work has been completed.

 A consultation regarding the speed limit in the north should commence 

fairly soon.

 UDC is awaiting figures from the government before finalising the 

budget – we are looking at an annual deficit of £3.5million.  It has been 
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agreed to undertake a major investment which will bring in £1 million 

but more investment will be needed.   With regard to the corporate plan, 

we hope as far as possible to achieve sufficient investment income so we

are not dependent on government promises.

 A decision will be made on Stansted Airport on 24th January.  If you are 

concerned you can speak on the 17th January.

 We are still waiting for the Inspector’s report on the Local Plan.  If it is 

supportive it means the ELP gets more weight.

 Regarding the Neighbourhood Plan, all the responses have been sent to 

the Inspector.  The correspondence with him has been positive.

 With regard to the village, work is being carried out on the Shop, the car

showroom is empty which could be converted to residential if not re-let. 

Regarding improvement in the High Street, the woodwork on the parish 

office needs to be improved.

 At the last meeting the PC agreed to put in a request for lighting on the 

path from the churchyard to Reynolds Court.  This is not something I 

would support although I would be in favour of removing the yew hedge

on the path. The Chairman said that as the path is well used, both day 

and night, there should be some form of lighting. A resident pointed out 

that the footfall through Tenterfields has increased significantly and 

lights in that area would be helpful.

No report from Cty Cllr Gooding as he was unwell and unable to attend.

19  /185 To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the 

Meeting of the Council held on 2  nd   December. 2019

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as approved.

Proposed:  SAy Seconded:  DA All agreed

19/186  To  approve  and  authorise  the  Chairman  to  sign  the  Extraordinary

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 17  th   December, 2019

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as approved.

Proposed:  SAy    Seconded:  DA All agreed

19/187  Chairman's comments

The  Chairman  reported  that  the  Council  have  had  a  good  year.   We  have  been

successful in getting  two large  planning Appeals dismissed which is a remarkable

achievement.   We have  reviewed our  funding  and in  the next  year  plan  to  make

improvements in the village.  The Chairman thanked all members for the work they

have done over the last year.  As a PC we are winning but we still have a lot of work

to do.

19/188 To receive the Clerk’s Report, circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The Clerk reported:

 We now have our own Speedwatch camera which should be a great help.  One

of the volunteers has suggested delivering a leaflet/letter to all houses in the
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High  Street,  London  Road  and  Cambridge  Road in  an  effort  to  get  more

volunteers.  SAy and I will liaise with the volunteer who made the suggestion.

 Regarding the request for street lights in School Lane, Cty Cllr Ray Gooding

has  informed  me  that  lighting  in  School  Lane  was  not  included  in  the

developer’s requirements and as such Essex Highways would not install lights

without  such an  arrangement.  To obtain funding from the Local  Highways

Panel  or  elsewhere  it  would  be  necessary  to  demonstrate  a  need  for  such

lighting.  Although  the  lane  is  used  on  winter  evenings  that  may  not  be

sufficient to demonstrate need.  The PC believes an overall plan is needed and

no further action will be taken at present.

 A meeting will be held with GWB Horticulture and a quotation obtained for

planting and maintaining the four flower boxes. The PC confirmed that they

would like some small evergreen plants/shrubs planted plus some annuals in

the summer to provide colour.  Improvements/planting of the central area of

the roundabout at the bottom of Sparrows End Hill will be investigated.

 Our Caretaker has pointed out that a new bin is needed near the Croat bridge

and he would also like a hedge cutter.  It was agreed that these items should be

ordered.

 An invoice has just been received from Ian Abrams for preparing sketches for

the Recreation Ground.  These will be discussed at the next Sports Committee

Meeting and will be included on the PC agenda for February.

19/189  To  receive  the  Responsible  Financial  Officer's  Report  and  approve

accounts for payment, schedule circulated prior to the meeting

Duly received.

The payment schedule showing 11 items, totalling £22.923.59 was approved. 

Proposed:  SAy Seconded:  DA All agreed

A resident  raised a  question concerning  the PC’s current  financial  situation.   The

Chairman advised that all financial information is available on the website.

  

19/190  To set the Precept for 2020/21 and complete the necessary forms

It was proposed that the Precept should be set at £150,000 and the forms were signed

by the Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer.

Proposed:  SAy Seconded: JE All agreed

19/191     To receive reports/updates on Infrastructure/Maintenance

191.1  To receive an update on the playground

DA reported that the new slide has been installed and repairs to the aerial slide and

motorbikes have been carried out.  There are also new seats on the swings.

191.2  To discuss improvements to the Common

The Chairman reported that the Common needs scarifying when the weather is right.

Over the years the southern edge has encroached and needs re-claiming and the north

west side needs clearing.  A one metre strip will be created at the back wall of the

houses in London Road and planted with wild flowers.

All the debris will be burnt on site.

It was proposed that the quotation obtained of £2,000 plus VAT should be accepted.

Proposed:  AG Seconded:  SAy All agreed.
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191.3  To consider fitting LED lamps to parish street lights

The  Clerk  reported  that  our  contractor  has  submitted  the  following  prices  for

replacing our existing lights with LED lamps.

For standard (35w Sox equivalent) LED Light fittings   1 off £349.00 each, 10plus 

would be £299.00 each.

He has also pointed out that we have some Heritage lanterns.    These would be the 

same price for any quantity, and an approximate cost for these is around £1,000.00 

each.

It was agreed that the Clerk should arrange for the light in Frambury Lane, which 

needs repairing, to be replaced with an LED lamp (warm white light)

191.4  To receive an update on the parking north of the Ford (School Lane/Bury 

Water Lane junction

It was reported that the problems improved over the Christmas/New Year period.

The areas in Bury Water Lane, outside Redbank and Chadam House are still 

problematic, but SC Tom Morement is planning to speak to the contractors.

The contractors working further down Bury Water Lane no longer park by the Ford.  

SAm pointed out that when the Police visited the area they did recommend double 

yellow lines on the junction of Bury Water Lane/School Lane.

It was decided to review the situation again in February when it will be easier to judge

whether there are likely to be long term issues.

191.5  To discuss the request to support the Local Electricity Bill, details 

circulated on 30  th   November.

The email received from Steve Shaw, Power for People, asking Parish Councils to 

support the Local Electricity Bill was circulated prior to the meeting.

Following discussion it was proposed that the Council:

1) notes that the Local Electricity Bill

 aims to address the current situation, whereby the very large financial setup 

and running costs involved in selling locally generated renewable electricity to

local customers result in it being impossible for local renewable electricity 

generators to do so,

 if made law, would make these financial costs proportionate to the scale of a 

renewable electricity supplier’s operation and therefore empower councils, 

together with their communities, to sell locally generated renewable electricity

directly to local people, businesses and organisations, and 

 would result in councils or community organisations that set up local 

renewable electricity companies receiving revenues that could be used to  help

fund local greenhouse gas emissions reduction measures and to help improve 

local service and facilities.

11)  accordingly resolves to support the Local Electricity Bill, supported by a cross-

party group of 115 MPs during the 2017-19 Parliamentary session and

111) further resolves to write to the organisers of the campaign for the Bill Power for 

People, (at 8 Delancey Passage, Camden, London NW1 7NN or 
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info@powerforpeople.org.uk) expressing its support.
Proposed:  OD Seconded:  JE All agreed

19/192    To receive report/updates on Public Relations

To receive a further update on the website
Quotations received had been circulated prior to the meeting.

JE felt it should be done as a two stage process and it was agreed that the Clerk would
contact Ian Brown and ask him to move the entire existing site from essexinfo.net
platform to the new Voice platform for a fee of £100.

19/193   To receive reports/updates on Planning

193.1  To receive a report from Cllr Emanuel on the Gladman Inquiry
JE reported that it was really fantastic to hear that the Appeal had been dismissed and
all our efforts were successful. It was agreed that JE would draft a letter of thanks to
Geoff Gardner, Jenny Wigley and Michelle Bolger.

193.2 To receive an update of the Ellis Trust site 
The Chairman advised that the PC agreed at a public meeting to meet with Trivselhus 
and we (HB, JE, and District Councillors) will be meeting with Toby Allen, 

Engineering and Design Director, Tom MaCartney, Development Director and Steve Bird, 

Head of Construction, on Friday 10th January.

 In view of our concerns Trivselhus wish to change the design and would like to 
discuss this with us.  There are two main issues – the new development should be 
further away from the bungalows in Frambury Lane and the design should be 
sympathetic to the village.  There will need to be a new application.

193.3  To receive a report from the Planning working Group

UTT/19/2979/HHF 18 Barnard Close  (comments by 31st December) 
Proposed rear and side extension
Comments:   No objections

UTT/19/3034/HHF Quartz House (formerly the bungalow) London Road (comments 
by 8  th   January)
Removal of existing conservatory and erection of two storey rear extension  
(comments by 8th January)
Comments:  No objections

UTT/19/2976/FUL  Chadam House, Bury Water Lane (comments by 7  th   January, 
extension requested)
Demolition of garage and erection of 2 detached dwellings with garages
JE will draft response
UTT/19/2974/HHF  The Fuchsias, Bridge End (comments by 14  th   January)
Proposed demolition of existing outbuilding and erection of an annexe and a studio
OD will draft response
UTT/19/3110/HHF  23 Meadowsweet Way, Newport (comments by 17  th   January)
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Erection of single storey side and rear extension to provide level access facilities 
Comments;   No objections

APP/C1570/W/19/3241539 Bricketts, London Road (representations by 10  th   January)
JE advised that a first draft has been prepared but she will read through the Gladman Appeal.

Density is a major issue.  JE advised that she has been in touch with Geoff Gardner and he

would be prepared to review the response at a cost of £1,200 plus VAT.

It was proposed that Geoff Gardner should be asked to review the draft

Proposed:  OD Seconded:  SAY All agreed.

The following application was received after the agenda was published:

UTT/19/3179/HHF  1 Kind Edward Mews

Erection of brick wall with railings and pillars

NH was requested to call this in.

The following application will be considered at the UDC Planning Committee on 15th

January

UTT/19/1064/DFO  Land at Holmwood, Whiteditch Lane

JE will study the application and speak at the meeting.  The Clerk to register JE at

UDC.

Details  of  the  CIL  Viability  Assessment,  Stakeholder  consultation  arrived  today,

responses required by 31st January.

19/194   To receive reports/updates on Green Spaces and Sports

To receive an update on responsibility for amenity areas in Cherry Garden Lane.

The Clerk will follow this up and report back at next meeting.

19/195 To receive reports/updates on Village Improvements

195.1  To receive an update on Bridleway 16 to the Recreation Ground

CB reported that the letter of intent was sent to JF Knight and a reply has now been

received. JF Knight will now prepare and forward their RAMS and  arrange a prestart

site meeting to discuss the finer details of the project which will start on 17th February.

Documentation to be forwarded to Robin Wallbank at ECC.

19/196   To receive a report/update on Liaison matters

196.1  To receive a report from Cllr Amos on the Gaces Trust

The Chairman thanked SAm for circulating her report prior to the meeting.

SAm reported  that  the meadow has  been  tidied up on the south side.   The  main

outstanding  job is  the felling  of  eight  dead  trees.   SAm will  check  whether  their

volunteer can deal with these and report back.

Regarding grass cutting, SAm will contact the Clerk if additional cuts are required.

196.2  To receive a report from Cllr Amos on Neighbourhood Watch

SAm reported that an anti-stalking campaign has been set up and is being taken very

seriously,  details  available  form  www.setdab.org or  Changing  Pathways  01268

729707.
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Crimestoppers has been very successful; calls are anonymous and passed to relevant

authorities.  They are easier to contact than the 111 service.

Cyberhood Watch and Community Agents Essex plus two other services are now in

partnership and calling on residents to give advice.   They  were scheduled to visit

Newport on 6th December.  This was unfortunately postponed because of the weather

and we are waiting for this to be rescheduled.

There is a public meeting of the Police and fire Service in the Town hall, Saffron

Walden on 23rd January.

196.3  To discuss the village Firework even

Deferred until next meeting

196.4  To consider a donation to Support4Sight

Deferred until next meeting

19/197  Items for next agenda

19/198  To discuss any Urgent matters of interest ot the Parish

The Clerk reported that she has today received emails from our solicitor regarding the

work he did for the PC on the Allotments at Wicken Lea and the parking area at the

recreation  ground.    The  Clerk  will  ask  the  solicitor  to  forward  the  invoices  for

payment at the next meeting.

19/199 Date of next meeting

The next  meeting  will  be  held  on Monday  3rd February  2020,  7.30pm at  Church

House.

The meeting closed at 9.55pm.

 

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 03.02.20
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